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Department for the development and maintenance of parks and 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The City of Ashland appreciates the local support its parks receive 
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this process, the City extended its contract to include an update of its 

the PMP incorporated into the CORP. 

February - May 2024

community leaders in early July. A summary of the community feedback 

June – July 2024

team to inform their comprehensive assessment of park system. 

August – December 2024

Whole in December. 

January – March 2025

April – May 2025





spaces. They contribute to the physical and mental health of individuals 

the explosion in popularity of pickleball. Public parks are also a place for 

natural disasters.





development.





the area. 

Water is the most vital natural resource to the City. Lake Superior, and 

community and ecosystem.

The Bay area hosts a rich diversity of plants and animals. Rivers and 

ecosystems.
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found in Chapter 5. 

 Bay City Park
 
 6th Avenue Beach
 H. Pearson Plaza & Beach Pavilion
 East End Community Park
 
 
 
 Marina Scenic Overlook

 
 
 Ellis Park
 City Dock Park
 Memorial Park
 Penn Park
 Central Railyard Park

 
 
 Kreher Park
 

 Superfund Site
 
 Marina Park
 Oredock Park

or passive parkland. 

 Hot Pond
 Bay City Creek
 
 



parks and open spaces in close proximity to the City of Ashland. This is not 



community.

and open space system.

subdivisions.

less distance from a developed public park. 



park use.

other means.

desired park system improvements. 

from development.

and the School Districts.



process. 

 

 



Use Desirable Size

Mini Park Less than ¼ mile radius

Neighborhood 
Park

¼ to ½ mile radius to 

Park

None

None protect the 
resource



Mini Parks 9.8

Bay City Park

6th Avenue Beach
H. Pearson Plaza & Beach 
Pavilion
East End Community Park

Marina Scenic Overlook
Neighborhood Parks 36.0

Ellis Park
City Dock Park
Memorial Park
Penn Park
Central Railyard Park

140.3

Extension

21.8

Marina Park
Oredock Park

Undeveloped Parks 42.6
Hot Pond
Bay City Creek

Total 250.4

Trails
Ashland Rails to Trails System 
(ARTS)







Median # of residents Ashland 
2

Current 
Count 

Surplus/

6

Dog parks

Skateboard parks

Ashland compared to the median number 

needs. Similarly, the City currently maintains 

for use. 











(

developed, as seen by the area southeast of Penn Park and the area on 
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All of the park elements have reached the end of their expected years of service 

 
 
 Benches
 Picnic Tables
 
 



on the corner of Main Street West and Chapel Avenue, is a landscaped plaza 

 
 

 
 Trash Receptacles
 
 Small Shelter (Menard)
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Lakefront Trail.

Appendix C). 

 Public Restrooms
 
 
 



bathrooms, concessions, and skate rentals for the rink. The park also features 

American Rescue Plan (ARPA) funds.  

 Tennis Courts
 
 Restrooms
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train at some point in the future. 
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 Pavilion
 
 
 
 Restrooms
 Scenic Overlook
 Trail Access
 



Chapter 5: Park System Inventory

Beaser Park contains nearly an acre of 

court, benches, a shelter, picnic tables, 

also features the Ashland Community 

City.  

not replaced, in the near future as they 

costs and provide pollinator habitat. See 

 
 Restrooms
 Basketball court
 
 
 
 Small Shelter
 



asphalt basketball court, benches, picnic tables, and a pavilion donated by the 

are recommended to be fully removed, but not replaced, in the near future as 

for more detail. 

 
 Basketball courts
 
 Pavilion
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Lakefront Trail.  

 Bandshell
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and Sixth Street West, Central Railyard 

the park and connect to the 5th Street 

surrounds the park to accommodate 

The tennis courts at Central Railyard 

of picnic tables from the concessions 

Anderson analysis, the majority of the 

 Tennis courts
 
 Ice rink
 
 Restrooms
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oldest park. The property is primarily a 
natural area composed of boreal forest 

developed features include pavilions, a 

APR. The park also features a number 

are in need to repair and replacement 

expressed concerns about the safety of 
some of its features for small children. 

 
 Campsites
 Restrooms
 
 Pavilions
 Sand volleyball
 
 



for a series of capital investments over 

Lastly, there is opportunity to expand 

the fenced in area.

 
 
 Restrooms
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of revenue for the Ashland Parks Department, but 

Superfund Site.  

economy.  

Of similar importance is the planned boat launch 

Ashland residents.  

recently, Ashland residents and parents have expressed 
safety concerns about some of its features, especially 

 Beach
 
 Pavilion
 



as an outdoor event community event space, complemented by its proximity to 

 Open space
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beaches are prone to closure due to E. Coli primarily related to the presence 

  

 Beach
 Trail access
 
 
 
 Restrooms
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contemporary public space that celebrates the history on the site.  

 Benches
 



Marina Park to the Oredock.  

 Boat slips
 
 Trail access
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be used to make a obvious and direct pedestrain/bike route from the 5th St 
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  the City has 
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of Ashland presents an important opportunity to expand access to the 

detail on proposed trail development.
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Paved Trail Maintenance

5th

6th

7th

5. 

maintenance. Basic facility maintenance (bathroom cleanliness, 

the priority list.



Commenters noted the missed opportunity for tourism and economic development due to the poor 

 
residents

Washburn, or another nearby 
community.
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 maintenance 

 classes, etc.) 
5. 



table in Appendix D.
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branch of the WI Department of Natural Resources.

park improvement projects.

Ashland Marina and other planned improvement projects at the 

development and tourism for the community overall.
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are to be realized.
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of a broader plan to redevelop an area, the City can use tax increment 

Districts.

recommend approval of the plan or plan amendment by the City Council.

• 
• A summary of the proposed plan or plan amendment.
• 

• 

comments, and those comments should be read or summarized at the 

City Council passes, by a majority vote of all elected members, an 

 

plan more than once per year. A commonly recommended approach is 

amendments.
 



Funding Programs By Category Maximum Award
Application Due 

Date
Granting 
Agency

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program
The Stewardship Program was established in 1989 to preserve Wisconsin’s most significant land and water resources for future generations and to provide the land 
base and recreational facilities needed for quality outdoor experiences. These goals are achieved by acquiring land and easements for conservation and recreation 
purposes, developing and improving recreational facilities, and restoring wildlife habitat. This is an umbrella program that funds the following grants: 50% local match required 1-Mar DNR

Urban Green Space (UGS)

Urban Rivers (UR)

Acquisition of Development Rights Grants (ADR)

Funding Programs By Category Maximum Award
Application Due 

Date
Granting 
Agency

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON)
 This fund is used to implement projects that are identified by both the local and the state Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. 50% local match required 1-May DNR
In general, land acquisition, development, and renovation projects for public outdoor recreation purposes are eligible LWCF projects. LWCF does not include the

“nature-based outdoor recreation” restriction that the Stewardship Local Assistance Programs do.
Recreational Trails Program Grant
 Eligible projects include: maintenance and restoration of existing trails, development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and trail linkages,

construction of new trails, and acquisition of easement or property for trails. 1-May DNR

 May only be used on trails which have been identified in or which further a specific goal of a local, county or state trail plan included or reference in a statewide
comprehensive outdoor recreation plan required by the federal LAWCON.

Urban Forestry 
Provides technical service and financial assistance to communities for developing urban forestry programs.  Priorities include:

50% local match required. 1-Oct DNR

1)    Communities needing to develop an urban forestry plan;

2)    Communities needing worker training; and

3)    Communities needing to conduct a street tree inventory. 

Eligible projects include 1) Undertaking street tree inventories; 2) Training for Village tree workers; 3) Developing urban open space programs; 4) Developing urban
forestry plans; 5) Developing a tree ordinance; 6) Developing a public awareness program; and, 7) Tree planting and maintenance

Lake Protection and Classification Grants
  Designed to assist lake users, lake communities and local governments as they undertake projects to protect and restore lakes and their ecosystems. Eligible

projects include:
25% local match required. 1-May DNR

  Purchase of property or a conservation easement $200,000 maximum per project.
 Restoration of wetlands

  Development of local regulations or ordinances

 Lake classification projects that allow counties to design and implement local land and water management programs that are tailored to specific classes of lakes in
response to various development and recreational use pressures (these grants are limited to $50,000).
 Lake protection projects recommended in a DNR-approved plan including watershed management, lake restoration, diagnostic feasibility studies, or any other

projects that will protect or improve lakes.
Recreational Boating Facilities Grant
 Construction of capital improvements to provide safe recreational boating facilities and for feasibility studies related to the development of safe recreational

facilities.
50% local match required Established quarterly DNR

   Also includes purchase of navigation aids, dredging of channels of waterways, and chemically treating Eurasian water milfoil.

Sport Fish Restoration Funding
  Sport Fish Restoration - Fishing Pier (SFR-FP) grants may be used to construct fishing piers that are primarily designed to provide public access for shore fishing. 25%-50% local match required 1-Oct DNR

Sport Fish Restoration - Boat Access (SFR-BA) grants may be used to construct motorboat access projects. Eligible components include boat ramp construction and
renovation, along with related amenities such as parking lots, accessible paths, lighting, and restroom facilities. 1-Feb

Grants range from $1,000 to $25,000.

Aids for the Acquisition and Development of Local Parks (ADLP)

  Helps to buy land or easements and develop or renovate local park and recreation area facilities for nature-based outdoor recreation purposed (e.g., trails, fishing access, and park support facilities).

  Helps to buy land or easements in urban or urbanizing area to preserve the scenic and ecological values of natural open spaces for nature-based outdoor recreation, including non-commercial gardening.

  Helps to buy land on or adjacent to river flowing through urban or urbanizing areas to preserve or restore the scenic and environmental values of riverways for nature-based outdoor recreation.

 Helps to buy development rights (easements) for the protection of natural, agricultural, or forestry values, that would enhance nature-based outdoor recreation.

Up to 80% of the total project costs of a 
recreational trail project (20% match 

required).  Payments are reimbursements 
on costs incurred after project approval.


